
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the 

Leicestershire Ancient Archaeological 
Research Community. The LAARC group 
explores prehistoric methods of building, 
farming and crafting, with the aim of 
building a roundhouse for Leicestershire. 
 
This newsletter will provide an update on 
our progress at the site of Stanford Hall 
Community Supported Agriculture field, 
both in relation to the Roundhouse project 
and to some workshops we are now able to 
offer. We have been overwhelmed by positive 
responses for involvement, and you are now 
a member of a 40-strong group and growing! 
 
We have published a website and Facebook 
page for LAARC and will use both to 
communicate about workshops/activities. 
You can search for LAARC on facebook.   
 

www.laarc.uk 
 
 
The website, although a little bare bones at 
the moment, will serve as a space for 
additional resources related to our learning. 
We have published a copy of Angela 
Monckton’s paper “Investigating past 
environments, farming and food in Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland: the evidence 
from plant and animal remains” with kind 
permission. 

 

Our new logo is a hand-drawn picture of a 
genuine piece of worked flint found by the 
Lutterworth fieldwalking group back in the 
80’s. The picture was drawn by Bob Wells, 
our mentor, and we are proud to have a page 
on our website with some photographs of 
Bob’s replica flint work. 
 
We have been settling into the field at 
Stanford Hall and working with the CSA 
team as they launch into another growing 
season on the farm. We have identified a 
couple of suitable locations for the 
roundhouse and some of the wood needed. 
We are hoping to begin building work in the 
summer, possibly to coincide with the 
Festival of Archaeology. For the time being 
we will focus on a flax planting and textile 
project, and establishing a flint-knapping 
zone and work area.  

 

Above: Before photo of the site of the Roundhouse and 
flint zone at Stanford Hall. 
 
 

Workshop Dates  

 
We are very excited to offer some dates for 
workshops and activities, and a chance for us 
to meet face to face. The workshops are open 
to all and no previous experience is 
necessary. Details are on the next page, we do 
hope to see some of you there! Please RSVP 



by email and we will send more details. 
 
“The Fibres that Bind Us”  
An exploration of plant-based textile 
making 
Members are invited to join us in a long 
series of workshops exploring plant-based 
fibre-making, spinning, dyeing and weaving 
over the course of the summer and into 
autumn. We will meet twice a month, 
beginning with the sowing of flax, weld, 
dyer’s greenwood and other dye plants. The 
flax will be harvested in July to August when 
we will then undertake the fibre processing, 
spinning, dyeing and weaving.  
DATE: Sunday 10th April, 9am – midday 
 
Cob-walling & Lime rendering 
There is a beautiful, modern interpretation of 
a roundhouse along with an outdoor kitchen 
on the field at Stanford Hall requiring some 
additional cobbing/rendering for the walls. 
We are inviting members to participate in 
this community event to give us some 
experience in cob-making, and as a way for 
us to come together. Feel free to join when 
you can. 
DATES: 4th to 8th April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The roundhouse and outdoor kitchen 

 

Flint-knapping 
After a few quarry trips, we have sourced 
some large nodules of flint for knapping 
workshops and tool-making. We are 
presently building a prehistoric-style lean-to 
and dedicated zone to facilitate our first 
proper flint-knapping workshops in May. 
Please get in touch to express your interest.  
 

 

Incredible nodules of Norfolk flint! 

 
We are now searching for large deer antler, 
particularly the burr/coronet (the part where 
the antler attaches to the skull) to use as 
hammers. We would also like to find some 
cow shoulder or pelvic bones to use for an 
experiment on ancient digging tools. We 
have emailed various organisations, please 
get in touch if you can help! 
 
If you would like to contribute to the Related 
Articles on the website, say hello, or point us 
towards something interesting, please get in 
touch! 

 
laarcs@hotmail.com  

 
 
Steph and Neil 


